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Society: News and Notes

NEWS AND NOTES
The 1962 Annual Meeting
On May 4 and 5 the Society will hold its annual meeting at
the George Washington Hotel in Jacksonville. Hosts will be the
Jacksonville Historical Society and Jacksonville University. A
highlight of the meeting will be a symphonic drama centering
around the French-Spanish activities in northeast Florida 400
years ago. The drama, written by Kermit Hunter, is a principal
feature of Jacksonville’s quadricentennial celebration.
Program chairmen are Dr. Ben F. Rogers and Miss Dena
Snodgrass. James C. Craig, a former president of the local society, is chairman of the committee on arrangements.
It is suggested that reservations be made at the George Washington Hotel well in advance.
College News
Florida Southern College: Samuel Gwynn Coe, chairman of the
Department of History and Political Science for many years,
retired last summer. Dr. Coe was a member of the faculty for
35 years. Derrell Roberts, who joined the faculty in 1958, is
currently the acting chairman of the department. Gilbert P.
Richardson, assistant professor of history, resigned last June.
Miss Dorothea Morrill, who has done graduate work at the University of Michigan, has joined the faculty as instructor in history.
Florida State University: Donald D. Howard, a doctoral student
at the University of Minnesota, has joined the faculty as instructor in history. James P. Jones and William W. Rogers have been
promoted to assistant professorships. Earl R. Beck spent last
summer in Spain, France, and Germany doing research on “The
German Image of America during the Weimar Republic.” George
A. Lensen returned in August from a eight-month stay in the
Soviet Union where he carried on research on “Russo-Japanese
Relations since 1875” at the University of Stalingrad. Weymouth
T. Jordon completed a two-year term as a member of the advisory
board of the John S. Guggenheim Memorial Foundation last June.
[ 288 ]
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He has been appointed to a new term of four years on the board.
Victory S. Mamatey has returned from Columbia University
where he taught in the history department during the 1961 spring
semester.
University of Miami: Gerald G. Govorchin led a group of college
students on an educational tour of the Mediterranean countries
last summer. Robert C. Beyer participated in the training of a
unit of the Peace Corps at Dartmouth College and later went on
a two-week research trip to Colombia. Melvin H. Jackson resigned to join the staff of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington.
University of Tampa: James W. Covington has been appointed
dean of the evening division of the University. New members of
the history department are Paul Gottlieb (Boston University),
Theodore Dooley (Florida State University), and William J.
Reinhart (Alabama University). Stephen L. Speronis, associate
professor of history, has been made director of development for
the University.
University of South Florida: Charles W. Arnade has joined the
faculty as associate professor of history. The department is attempting to augment its collection of Floridiana and is accepting
gifts. Address Dr. Arnade at the University in Tampa or at
home, San Antonio, Florida.
University of Florida: William G. Carleton, professor of history
and political science and long-time chairman of American Institutions, retired from active teaching on June 30, 1961. Since
coming to the faculty in 1927, Dr. Carleton had gained national
fame as a distinguished author and lecturer. Upon his retirement
he was named professor emeritus.
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., associate professor of history, has
returned to the University after two years service with the overseas program of the University of Maryland, teaching in Korea,
Japan, and Germany. Samuel Proctor, associate professor of history, was named historical consultant to the Florida Civil War
Centennial Commission on July 1, 1961, and since December,
1961, has edited their monthly publication, Florida A Hundred
Years Ago. Dr. Proctor is also consultant for the Hall of Fame
Commission of the Florida Public Relations Association. Ashby
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Hammond, professor of history, spent the summer of 1961 in
London doing research on the medical history of medieval Europe.
Arthur W. Thompson, associate professor of history, served as a
U. S. State Department American specialist lecturing at various
universities in Japan during the summer of 1961. He was also
coordinator of the tenth annual American Studies Seminar in
Kyoto. Franklin A. Doty, professor of history, has been named
acting chairman of the department of American Institutions.
David Dowd, professor of history, spent 1960-61 as visiting professor at the University of Toulouse, France, on a Fulbright grant.
He also engaged in research on French Revolutionary artists and
lectured at the University of Dakar, Senegal, and the Universities
of Montpelier and Bordeaux. George E. Wolff, associate professor of political science, was in England last November for research in contemporary British politics. J. E. Dovell, professor of
political science, has recently co-authored a history of the east
coast of Florida, and served in the summer of 1961 as director
of the Council on Economic Development. David Chalmers,
assistant professor of history, has returned from a year as a Fulbright lecturer at the University of Ceylon.
Rembert W. Patrick, Julien C. Yonge research professor of
history, director of the Society, and editor of the Quarterly, was
elected to a one-year term as president of the Southern Historical
Association at its annual meeting in Chattanooga last November.
Dr. Patrick had served as vice president of the Association the
previous year.
Dedication of the Delius House
For three-quarters of a century, the Delius house stood at
Solano Grove near Picolata, thirty five miles south of Jacksonville. This was the home of the young English musician Frederick
Delius (1884-5) when he came to Florida. Mrs. Henry L.
Richmond of Jacksonville, long the owner of Solano Grove, gave
the house to Jacksonville University. Through her generosity
and that of other music lovers, the house has been moved to the
University campus. The dedication ceremony was held on March
3, 1961, during the annual Delius Festival.
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The Confederate Round-Table
E. M. Covington, Dade City, was reelected president and
Leland M. Hawes, Tampa, vice president for the 1961-62 year.
Serving with them are Claude F. Andrews, Dade City, secretarytreasurer, and William M. Goza, Clearwater, a new member of
the board of directors. Milton D. Jones, Clearwater attorney,
spoke at the September meeting on the first battle of Manassas,
using slides of the recent re-enactment of the battle. In October
Dr. Samuel Proctor, University of Florida, spoke on the beginning of hostilities in Florida. In November Father Bolton, St.
Leo College, told of the relationships between the Confederacy
and Great Britain.
Suwannee County Records Saved
The County Commission of Suwannee County met on October 5, 1868, in Live Oak in its first session after reorganization
under the new state constitution adopted earlier that year. Records of the meetings through December 1, 1874, were rescued
recently from a trash heap by E. K. Hamilton, local historian
and chamber of commerce executive. Mr. Hamilton has had the
minutes suitably bound and in October last year returned them to
the Commission. Hereafter, they will be kept in a vault with
other minute volumes.
Pine Jog Plantation
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred G. Kay of Palm Beach have donated
part of their Pine Jog Plantation, typical Florida habitat, to the
Florida Audubon Society. Mr. and Mrs. Kay were among the
hosts to the Florida Historical Society at its annual meeting last
year.
The First Cross-Florida Railway
The Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials and the
General Duncan L. Clinch Historical Society placed a marker
at the railway station in Fernandina Beach on November 5, 1961,
commemorating the completion of the railway from Fernandina
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to Cedar Key in 1861. An exhibition of memorabilia at the
station included a full-size replica of a wood-burning locomotive
made available by the Maddox foundry at Archer. Dedication
ceremonies featured an address by John W. Smith, President of
the Seaboard Air Line Railroad.
Florida Parks
The restoration of the Drew mansion, former home of a
Florida governor near Ellaville, has been abandoned. The Florida
Park Board was asked by the state cabinet to have the ruins appraised by a professional historian-architect to determine the
feasibility of restoration. The cost of the project was found to be
far in excess of historical values. It will be recalled that this
property was once offered to the Florida Historical Society and
was refused for virtually the same reason.
The history of Fort Clinch at Fernandina Beach may be heard
by visitors over three newly installed push-button devices. Plans
call for a total of five of these visitor-aids.
Work is progressing at Fort Gadsden Historic Memorial,
north of Apalachicola, one of the newer park areas. Archaeological research at the site will be conducted under contract with
Florida State University, Dr. Hale G. Smith in charge.
The museum and exhibits for Cedar Key Historic Memorial
have been completed. The exhibits were prepared by the Florida
State Museum.
Several historic areas were featured recently on Channel 12
television, Jacksonville.
The program entitled “The Desperate
Years” told in pictures and narrative the story of Florida during
the Civil War. Olustee Battlefield and Fort Clinch were prominently featured.
Two sites have been marked in Pinellas County under the
marker program of the Florida Park Service. The first is on
Fourth Street, South, near Oakdale Avenue, St. Petersburg, and
bears the following inscription: “In this vicinity stood the home
of Abel Miranda, Seminole War veteran, who moved to the
Pinellas Peninsula in the late 1850’s. In February, 1862, the
Union blockading squadron off Egmont Key sailed into Big
Bayou and attacked the home. It was burned, the animals killed
and the gardens destroyed. The Miranda family fled during the
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action, and no one was injured. This was the only armed conflict in Pinellas County during the War Between the States.”
The second marker, on the St. Petersburg side of the Gandy
Bridge, reads: “Constructed as a toll bridge for auto and street
car traffic by George S. Gandy, a pioneer West Coast developer,
it was begun in 1922 and opened in 1924. The structure consisted of 3 1 /4 miles of causeways and 2 1 /2 miles of bridge, and
at its completion was one of the world’s longest bridges. It cut
the distance from St. Petersburg to Tampa in half and played a
prominent part in the development of the Bay area.”
News of Local Historical Societies and Commissions
The Martin County Historical Society dedicated its Elliott
Museum on Hutchinson Island, Stuart, in November. The
building and collection of antique horse-drawn and automotive
vehicles was donated by Harmon P. Elliott in memory of his father, Sterling Elliott. Other exhibits of a historical nature are on
display in the separate wings of this magnificent museum. One
of the Society’s aims is to collect data and information on the
Stuart area. Interviews with pioneers are being recorded as part
of a “Living History” project. The Society requests that written
reminiscences or materials be mailed to P. O. Box 1497, Stuart.
The Pensacola Historical Society museum in Old Christ
Church now contains exhibits and historical objects worth some
$15,000 according to a recent appraisal. The museum’s collection depicts the various eras in the history of Pensacola and
Escambia County. President A. O. Mortenson states that gifts
of pertinent materials will be gratefully received.
The St. Lucie Historical Society, Fort Pierce, is another of
the local groups collecting materials and working toward the
establishment of a museum. Meetings of the group are held
monthly on the third Thursday at the Southland Cafeteria. Circuit Court Judge James R. Knott, Palm Beach; Dr. Thelma
Peters, Miami; and Miss Dena Snodgrass, Jacksonville, have
spoken before the Society recently.
The August 6, 1961, issue of The Tampa Tribune carried
almost a page spread on the museum of the Hillsborough County
Historical Commission in the Court House. Plans have been made
to move the collection to the second floor of the building and to
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improve its facilities considerably. In all, $14,000 will be expended in providing the new quarters, according to Theodore
Lesley, curator of the museum and officer of the Commission.
The Walton County Historical Society, a group recently
formed in DeFuniak Springs, held its first meeting on July 6 of
last year. Mrs. L. Wells Nelson was elected president; Willis
Kennedy, vice president; Mrs. Emmabelle Jones, secretary; and
Kenneth M. Thomas, treasurer. A board of directors will be appointed by these officers. Angus Andrews acted as temporary
chairman and Harold Gillis temporary treasurer during the organization period. There are sixty-six charter members. T. T.
Wentworth, Jr., Pensacola historian, talked before the group
about the work of historical societies. Several rare documents
were presented as a nucleus for a collection.
The Jacksonville Historical Society participated in the Jacksonville Festival of Arts in October. President Egbert S. Moore
was narrator for the showing of an early movie made in the city
about 1920. The Society and the public libraries of the area
sponsored the showing of the film. An exhibit panel carrying
early maps was entered in the Festival. The Society’s sponsorship
of the Festival was made possible through the generosity of the
Independent Life Insurance Company.
In November Honorable Giles J. Patterson, Jacksonville attorney, spoke before the group on “The Formation of Florida
Counties,” illustrating his talk with maps and stories.
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